
2020 Blagdon Youth Week,                     RISK ASSESSMENT 

Family Identity Hike, Blagdon ( the Rocks Car Park), Beacon Batch, Ham Common. 

Hazards identified, Risks arising 

and Persons at Risk 

 

Grading of Risk 

without Controls, 
High/Medium/ Low 

Risk with Control.  What further controls are 

needed? 

Grading of Risk 

with Controls, 
High/Medium/ Low 

Compliance with Covid 19 Regulations 

appertaining at chosen date  of hike  
H The hike is only to be undertaken by members of the 

same family currently living together in one 

household. Observe social distancing if you meet 

other walkers 

M 

Exposure to weather M Participants to be aware that Mendip Weather is 

often cooler and wetter on the main ridge than in 

the sheltered  confines of the paths and tracks in 

Blagdon which lead to the high level route of this 

hike. Check forecast before leaving, and if more 

severe than expected, turn back and   hike on 

another day. 

L 

Protection from weather M Wear suitable clothing, and take waterproof gear if 

forecast of rain. It is often 5°C cooler on top than in 

Blagdon 

L 

Tripping / slipping over. M The  start and finish parts of the route are generally 

over grassy fields. If the grass is wet, risk of 

slipping.On Mendip the tracks used are well-worn , 

rutted and rocky. Take care with your footing at all 

L 



times. Younger members of the party may be 

tempted to run! 

Hunger and thirst M You are advised to take a small backpack containing 

a drink and snack ( mars bars), maybe some fruit. If a 

warm day take extra drink  - fizzy drinks are not 

advisable though! 

L 

Climbing over stiles. M Most of the crossings between fields are via’ kissing 

–gates’ . There are a  couple stiles, one of which is in 

a  poor state of repair with loose rails and protruding 

nails. Look after younger member of the party whilst 

using. 

L 

Crossing Burrington Coombe ( Twice) H Both crossing points have been chosen because of 

clear lines of sight of oncoming traffic in both 

directions. Cross the road straight across and do not 

linger. Make sure all members of the party are 

together. 

M 

Free Roaming Cattle and Horses M May encounter these four legged beasts, who roam 

the Mendips and Ham Common under Commoners 

rights. Do not touch or get too close to. Ensure any 

dogs are on leads when approaching these animals 

L 

Knocked over by mountain bikers M Remember most of the tracks on this hike, once on 

Mendip, are classified as bridleways, and therefore 

used by mountain bikers.  Assuming participants are 

walking in daylight, there should be plenty of 

warning of their approach. Take extra care on the 

L 



track up from Ellick House to the gate to the Radio 

Masts. There are bends and rises which mean 

Mountain Bikers may not see you with too much 

warning. 

Getting into boggy ground M Unlikely following recent weather. Be alert for any 

snakes, particularly if it is very warm and members 

of the party stroll off the main paths and tracks into 

the bracken and heather adjacent, 

L 

   

 

 

    

    

    

    

 


